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February 23,2006 

The Honorable Board of Supervisors 
County of Los Angeles 
383 Kenneth Hahn Hall of Administration 
500 West Temple Street 
Los Angeles, CA 900 12 

Dear Supervisors: 

VARICELLA ACTIVE SURVEILLANCE PROJECT 
(All District) (3 Votes) 

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT YOUR BOARD: 

1. Authorize and instruct the Acting Director of Health Services, or his designee, to accept the 
attached Notice of Cooperative Agreement (NCA) No. 5 UOl IP000020-02 (Exhibit I), from the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), for the continued provision of the Varicella 
(chicken pox) Active Surveillance Project, for the period of September 30,2005 through 
September 29, 2006, in the amount of $308,628. 

2. Delegate authority to the Acting Director of Health Services, or his designee, to execute 
amendments to NCA No. 5 UO1 P000020-02, not to exceed 25% of the base award, subject to 
review and approval by County Counsel, Chief Administrative Office and notification of the 
Board Offices. 

3. Delegate authority to the Acting Director of Health Services, or his designee, to approve 
subsequent NCAs for the period September 30,2006 through September 29,2009, for Federal 
Fiscal Years (FFY) 2006-07,2007-08, and 2008-09, substantially similar to the current NCA 
from CDC, to provide funding for the Varicella Active Surveillance Project, subject to review 
and approval by County Counsel, Chief Administrative Office and notification of the Board 
Offices. 
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4. Delegate authority to the Acting Director of Health Services, or his designee to execute 
amendments to NCAs for the Varicella Active Surveillance Project for FFYs 2006-07,2007-08, 
and 2008-09, which do not exceed 25% of the base award for each project year, subject to 
review and approval by County Counsel, Chief Administrative Oficer and notification of the 
Board offices. 

5. Authorize the Department of Health Services (Department or DHS) to fill one new Full Time 
Equivalent (FTE) position for a Research Analyst I for the Acute Communicable Disease 
Control Program, in excess of what is provided for in the Department's staffing ordinance, 
pursuant to Section 6.06.020 of the County Code, subject to allocation by the Department of 
Human Resources, 100% offset by CDC Grant funding. 

PURPOSE/JUSTIFICATION OF THE RECOMMENDED ACTIONS: 

Approval of these actions will provide financial support for the continuation of the Varicella (chicken 
pox) Active Surveillance Project for the period of September 30,2005 through September 29,2006 and 
for future FFYs 2006-07,2007-08, and 2008-09. 

FISCAL IMPACTIFINANCING: 

The total cost for the budget tenn of September 30, 2005 through September 29, 2006 is $349,569, offset 
by CDC funding in the amount of $308,629, with a County in-kind cost of $40,940. 

Funding is included in the Fiscal Year 2005-06 Final Budget and will be requested in future years as 
appropriate. 

FACTS AND PROVISIONS/LEGAL REQUIREMENTS: 

Since 1994, the Department has received Notices of Award (NOA) from the CDC for the Varicella 
Project. The varicella vaccine, Varivax, was licensed on March 17, 1995. The vaccine is utilized to 
immunize healthy children 12 months of age and older, and adults. 

On February 18,2003, the Board approved NCA No. U66/CCU9 1 1 165-09 in the amount of $267,252. 
The NCA provided financial support for the Varicella Surveillance and Epidemiologic Studies Project 
for the period of September 30,2002 through September 29,2004. A previous surveillance study 
established baseline data on varicella disease and evaluated vaccinated and unvaccinated cases prior to 
the licensure of the new 1995 varicella vaccine, Varivax. The epidemiologic study was conducted to 
guide the development of policy for screening women of childbearing age for varicella susceptibilities 
and vaccinating susceptible women postpartum. 

In October 2004, the Department received an NCA in the amount of $223,000 for the continuation of the 
Varicella Project for the period of September 30,2004 through September 29,2005. 
























